
 
 

 
 

 

CURRICULUM RATIONALE  

AT GSIS 
At Gems Saudi International School, the Curriculum serves two major functions: 

 It is a roadmap, providing careful guidance on translating the school mission into 
practice. 

 It is also the contract that GSIS makes with each parent and student. It clearly describes 
what specific learning students will be exposed to across the school. 

What beliefs guide our curriculum work at GSIS? 
 A well-conceived curriculum is an essential feature of an effective international school. 

 A curriculum should translate the school mission into day-to-day practice. 

 A curriculum should encapsulate ‘big ideas’ and provide teachers both guidelines and 
inspiration for their daily work. 

GSIS’s curriculum has three interrelated components: 

STANDARDS & BENCHMARKS (What is taught): Standards define the general mastery of 
knowledge and skills students need to possess at critical points during their education. 
Benchmarks are more specific points along a path toward learning mastery skills or 
knowledge aquisition. Simply put, standards define what students should be able to know 
and do. The standards at GSIS are informed by the latest theory and research regarding 
the various curricula and reveal an appreciation of the differences between mastery, 
organic, and enrichment learning. In short, GSIS believes standards should be organized 
around mastery learning, the skills and knowledge in a subject that require structure 
(sequencing, planning, measurable outcomes, and clearly delineated content) and are 
essential to all students. Although also very important, organic learnings (basic learnings 
that do not require sequencing, pacing, and articulation – e.g. Listen courteously while 
others speak) and enrichment learnings (the knowledge and skills that are interesting and 
enriching, but are not essential for all students) are not articulated in GSIS’s written 
curriculum. 

GSIS prepares its students to succeed in the SAT’s/AP’s by carefully selecting standards 
that suit this purpose. Presently, the organizations behind GSIS’s standards and 
benchmarks in each subject area are aligned to the California State Standards for English 



 
 

 
 

Language Arts (ELA) and Math, New Generation Science for Science and the CCSS for 
Humanities. Other subject areas include Arabic Language, Islamic Studies, Art, PE, and ICT.  

Guiding Question: What knowledge, skills, and attitudes do we want our students to 
achieve? 

Standards/Outcomes (What is taught): Standards define the skills and knowledge that 
students should achieve general mastery of at key points in their education. Outcomes 
are more specific points along this path towards mastery. Standards define what a 
student should be able to know or do. The standards at GSIS are informed by the theory 
and research regarding the various curricula and reveal an appreciation for the 
differences between mastery, organic, and enrichment learning. 

Guiding Question: How will we organize learning experiences that help students 
achieve these standards? 

INSTRUCTION (How it is taught): While standards attempt to describe what should be 
taught, they do not explicitly control how learning experiences are organized. Simply put, 
a teacher’s expertise, training, and personality influence the planning of these 
experiences, and GSIS recognizes that its mastery standards can be met through a variety 
of teaching styles and strategies. Because teachers vary significantly in their conceptual 
development, in their learning styles, and in their professional needs, GSIS attempts to 
support teachers by offering a differentiated professional development program that 
gives teachers exposure and training in a variety of research-based best practices. GSIS 
uses the research-based strategies outlined in Classroom Instruction That Works as 
common language to talk about best practice and aligns professional development to 
those nine strategies. 

Guiding Question: How will we measure student progress? 

ASSESSMENT (How we measure progress): Assessment is an essential component of the 
teaching/learning process because effective assessments tell us whether students are 
achieving at levels commensurate with their potential. Assessment helps reveal what is 
considered essential about what students should be learning. As a result, thorough 
knowledge of student achievement requires diverse approaches to assessment – with 
teachers who are able to call upon a repertoire of formative and summative assessment 
strategies. GSIS’s assessment philosophy rests on the core assumption that the evaluation 
of student performance should be developmental and continuous – that is, students 
should have the opportunity to learn by building on what they already know and are able 
to do and to expand these skills and knowledge to more complex and sophisticated uses. 
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